

Environmental Stewardship Council (ESC) MEETING OF MINUTES #55
Thursday, October 31, 2024

	9:30 – 9:40 AM
Safety briefing, welcome, and introductions
	
Mitch Mackay opened the meeting with a safety moment, land acknowledgement, and introductions.

	


9:40 – 9:50 AM
Review of actions, previous meeting record, and new business
	
ESC Facilitator, Tim Fleming provided an overview of actions from the previous meeting and identified the ones that that would be
addressed during the ESC’s next meeting. Meeting notes were approved. The agenda was approved.

Actions Addressed:
· ESC Action 240321:01: CNL to explore options and gather feedback for sharing agendas and electronic presentation materials in advance of meetings. Still open: No further action.
· ESC Action 240321:02: CNL to reach out to the Nuclear Waste Management Office (NWMO) for a presentation on the Deep Geological report for the Fall 2024 meeting. – Presentation Presented – Closed.
· ESC Action 240627:03: Fix the colour scheme/ PPT print to be larger (October ESC) – Closed

	




9:50 – 10:20 AM
CNL Business Update
	CNL Business Update
· November Regulatory Oversight Report (ROR)
· Whiteshell Relicensing Update Questions Answered:
1. Is the regulatory report on the website as well?
2. Headlines in the Globe this morning pointed out GFP has gone bankrupt.
3. The article suggested that GFP did not have any luck finding a new partner/party.
4. What is the status of the other projects interested? What liability and financial guarantee do you have?
5. How are risks managed if a third party goes bankrupt? (Global First Power) Actions:
· No actions

	Quarterly Environmental Performance Report
	Quarterly Environmental Performance Report Presentation
1. Effluent Report can be provided when requested.
2. Sustainability report will be available on website by end of November.
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11:05 – 12:00 PM
Environmental Remediation Management (ERM) Presentation:
ESC Action Update:
· Near Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF) Update
· Whiteshell Re-licensing (update)
· Waste Management Update
· Facilities Decommissioning (FD) Update
· Nuclear Demonstration Project (NDP) Update
Questions:
· Is CNL intervening in the three court cases.
· Can you elaborate on the concrete canisters used to transport waste?
· Do you have sufficient containers onsite for the waste?
· Where can I find this information?
· What is the volume coming from Gentilly-1?
· Is there a license for storing all the waste at Chalk River?
· Do the percentages represented on slide 6 represent all the waste facilities. (disc. Around the last bullet on slide 6)
· Is the entire repatriation program come to an end?
· What is the reason why the program is no longer available to McMaster?
· What is the level of enrichment for that fuel?
· Rather than asking questions, who can I ask about this information?
· What university waste is being transported to CNL? (Re University transporting waste?)
· Are there other universities transporting waste?
· Is this just legacy waste at CNL or other waste?
· Is there heavy water elsewhere that needs to be processed?
· Does this include all sites or just CRL?
· What is the timeline for updates on the Waste Infrastructure?
· How will you reduce and explain the legacy waste footprint?
· What is CNLs operating experience regarding effluent discharges for capping sites at the Port Hope mound and the port Granby location?
NPD Closure Project
· Is WR-1 running on the same timeline?
· Will CNL prepare a concordance table?
Actions:
· Provide more information re: Transportation of Waste at next ESC meeting. (Future update Item)
· ESC Action 241031:01 - Provide printed copy of slide deck from June and make available to members at the next ESC Meeting.
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12:45 – 1:15 PM
	Action Addressed:
NWMO: Deep Geological Repository Presentation
· ESC Action 240321:02: CNL to reach out to the NWMO for a presentation on the Deep Geological report for the Fall 2024 meeting.
Questions:
1. Are there any deep repositories anywhere in the world?
2. Decision timeline- How do you reconcile someone (nation/ community) saying they won’t decide this year, and MWO saying
they are planning to do work at the end of 2024?
3. You said you wouldn’t proceed without full buy in, and in Bruce, 51% isn’t a compelling percentage. How do you reconcile
moving forward with the buy in?
4. What about communities that have expressed opposition to proposed Ignace area?
5. If both communities say no, where do you go from there? (we don’t proceed, and go back and look at our process)
6. If all communities say yes, are both places being used or just one?
7. Are you not involved with informing the communities?
8. What about the interim storage?
9. Is that the siting process you are delivering in 2025? What is the process? Re: Public Input plan presented to minister.
Actions: Actions:
No actions.

	





1:15 – 2:00 PM
	Transportation on Incoming Materials Presentation
· Transportation Overview
· Transportation regulations and design of transport devices
· Videos Questions:
1. Is that the package that was being sent from Pickering to CNL.? Inspection and Monitoring Technologies (IMT) Package
2. Who does the actual transporting? CNL or OPG?
3. NWMO is in the process of the transportation package certified? Who is responsible for the shipment from WL.
4. Once the modification is good to go, have the NWMO constructed the package?
5. Will CNL lease from NWMO?
6. Are transportation routes information given to the public?
7. When you choose transportation routes, is there risk management involved? Actions:
No actions




	



2:00 – 2:30 PM
	Action Addressed:
ESC Action 230330:07 – Provide details on how long a human or animal can live by 10 mR/h
Questions:
1. Hormesis – Is low dose radiation beneficial?
2. Is low dose beneficial over a long term?
3. How much research has gone into measuring exposure with pregnant workers / fetal embryo working around radiation?

	2:45 – 3:00 PM
	In the Community

	




3:00 – 3:30 PM
	ESC Terms of Reference Presentation/Discussion:
ESC Action 231012:07 – ESC Member are to provide the ESC Secretary any comments about the Terms of Reference (TOR) by Word before the October 2024 ESC meeting.

Recap | Review of Actions
· Proposed ESC Dates for 2025:
Thursday, Feb 27/March 6/March 20, 2025 (Tentative) Thursday, June 19, 2025 (Tentative)
Thursday, October 23, 2025 (Tentative)
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ESC Members:


City of Pembroke	Troy Purcell
Deep River Horticultural Society	Susan Miller
Four Seasons Conservancy	John McKay
Town of Deep River	Sue D’Eon
Town of Petawawa	Karen Donovan
Renfrew County Council	Dan Lynch
Town of Laurentian Hills	Anne Giardini
City of Ottawa	Tessa Di Iorio



Member Alternates:


Garrison Petawawa	Meghan Hendry
Municipalité régionale de comté de Pontiac – EcDev	Kari Richardson Metis Nation of Ontario	Nelson Montreuil
Pembroke Area Field Naturalists	Christian Renault
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited	Arpad Kaltenecker
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan	Taylor Ozawanimke
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan	Karen Brethour
Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County	Brennain Lloyd





ESC Observers:


Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission	Dr. Ary Pirazzi
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission	Brett Legree
Municipalité régionale de comté de Pontiac	Kari Richardson



Additional Observers:	Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg	Jonathan Cote (Maybe)


Facilitator:	Tim Fleming


CNL:	Jack Craig, CEO & President
Monica Steedman, Vice President, Environmental Remediation Management Meggan Vickerd, Deputy Vice President, Integrated Waste Services
George Dolinar, Director, Environmental Protection Philip Kompass, Director, Corporate Communications
Mitch MacKay, Director, Director, Communications & Engagement Sunjay Mistry, Manager TDG



Jennifer Olfert, Manager, Environment and Waste Technologies Marcelo Vazquez, Radiobiologist, Section Head
David Pilgrim, TDG Program Officer
Belinda Samson, ESC Secretary, Communications Officer, Corporate Affairs Jason Chapman, ESC Support, Communications Officer
Alex Riopelle, ESC Observer, Corporate Communications Sr. Officer Katie Shorter, Manager, NPD Regulatory Approvals
Sarah Brewer, Sr. Director Compliance
Ryan Clarke, ESC Observer, Director of Corporate Communications and Corporate Affairs


Invited Guests:
Dakota Kochie, Director of Government and External Relations, Nuclear Waste Management Office (NWMO)



Absent:

Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn First Nation	PJ Leroux
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited	Maude-Émilie Pagé
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited	Jeremy Latta
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited	Jason Cameron City of Ottawa
Municipalité régionale de comté de Pontiac Old Fort William Cottagers’ Association Ottawa Riverkeeper
Petawawa Research Forest Renfrew County Council Town of Laurentian Hills
Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County


CNL Absent:
Sarah Brewer, Senior Director, Compliance
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