

Environmental Stewardship Council (ESC) MEETING OF MINUTES #56
Thursday, March 20, 2025


	9:30 – 9:40 AM
Safety briefing, welcome, and introductions
	
Mitch Mackay opened the meeting with a safety moment, land acknowledgement, and introductions.

	


9:40 – 9:50 AM
Review of actions, previous meeting record, and new business
	ESC Facilitator, Tim Fleming provided an overview of actions from the previous meeting and identified the ones that would be addressed during the ESC’s next meeting. ESC members were notified that the meeting notes from the previous meeting would be circulated for review. Tim thanked the group for their support of the update to the ESC Terms of Reference, which is now updated on the CNL website, with no further action required.

Question:
Regarding Terms of Reference for the ESC, is there something to sign?
Actions Addressed:
· ESC Action 240321:01: CNL to explore options and gather feedback for sharing agendas and electronic presentation materials in advance of meetings. Status: closed, no further action.

	






9:50 – 10:20 AM
CNL Business Update
	CNL Business Update provided by Jack Craig:
· Contract Transition
· US/Canada Relations
· NSDF
· Commercial Program Success
· CNL Siting Invitation
· Centre for Fusion Excellence
· Data Centre Relocation
· Recent Announcements
· Recent Public Disclosures
Questions Answered:
· What is CNL’s idea of interest? re: SLOWPOKE.
· There is still interest in cold fusion. Is that a part of fusion that CNL is keeping an eye on?
· Can CNL provide more details about what technologies are being considered?
· Are you still considering small module reactors (SMRs) at CNL?
· Can CNL encourage CNSC to respond on whether they are going to move forward with SMR project or not.
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	· Are you getting interest/proposals on batteries?

Actions:
· ESC Action 250320:01: Philip to circulate information on the siting invitation process for third party organizations seeking to site a demonstration clean energy project on a AECL /CNL site.

	



10:20 – 10:50
Quarterly Environmental Performance Report
	Quarterly Environmental Performance Report Presentation presented by George Dolinar

Questions:
· What is CNL doing to reduce the use of road salt?
· Can you make your road salt management plan available to the members?
· Is there any stormwater draining into the sewage plant? How would the salt get in?
· What is known about the bat population and similar animals outside the plant?
· Can we make the bat research available?

Actions:
· ESC Action 250320:02: George to make the current road salt management plan and provide the updated plan when it is available to the ESC.
· ESC Action 250320:03: The ESC requested that the Forest Research & Bat Research be circulated to members.

	11:05 – 12:00 PM
Environmental Remediation Management (ERM) Presentation:
	Environmental Remediation Management (ERM) Presentation presented by Monica Steedman
· Near Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF) Update
· Waste Management Update
· Facilities Decommissioning (FD) Update
· Nuclear Demonstration Project (NPD) Update
· Waste Symposium – CNL Presenters/Submissions

Questions:
· High-level waste shipments. Are you planning on putting waste from the Gentilly 1 (G-1) reactor in CNL canisters, and do you have enough canisters?
· Has the project at Area C started?
· Do you anticipate that the current tensions around tariffs will have an impact on the safe transfer of waste?
· Are you working with the NMWO for a siting notice?
· Would the solidified medical waste (MOLY) be included?
· Can we learn about the commercial waste that gets stored at CNL?
· What percentage of the WMA has been characterized, and what waste is in those areas?
· How is military waste being stored at WMA? The person asking the questions noted Mustard Gas.
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	· Regarding delays to the NSDF project: Has a risk analysis of the low-level waste been done? (Interim Storage)

Action:
· ESC Action 250320:04 – Set up an agenda item for a future session for the ESC to learn more about the commercial waste that is
getting stored at the CNL site.

	




1:00 – 1:15 PM
Overview: CNL Sustainability Report
	Overview: CNL Sustainability Report provided by Dilhari Fernando

Questions:
· Black bear dens at the footprint of the NSDF project. Has there been any consideration given to removing the barriers given the project is delayed so the bears can use the dens?
· Can we get more information about contract awards/Indigenous owned companies who provide services to CNL?

Actions:
· ESC Action 250320.05 Circulate presentation slides for Earth Week.
· ESC Action 250320.06 Provide more information about contracts awarded to Indigenous owned companies that provide services to CNL, including contract values.

	



1: 15 – 1:45 PM
Overview Federal Nuclear Science & Technology (FNST) Work Plan
	Overview: Federal Nuclear Science & Technology (FNST) Work Plan presented by Karen Huynh
Questions:
· How do we get these projects into our workplan?
· Can you expand on how CNL builds capabilities?
· Can you expand on what you mean by using tritium properly/safely?
· What things are students looking for in the community that would help encourage them to come back or stay in the area. Are there any gaps in terms of attracting students for placement or to return later? Is there any information on the positive impact students have on the local community?
· Where does the MOLY 99 and Caesium 137 come from?
· Is 1.4B within the 3.4B suggested in the Slide 19?
· In terms of the reactor, where do you see the program going in terms of replacement.
Actions:
No actions




	



2:45 – 3:15 PM
Recap | Review of Actions
	Recap | Review of Actions
The facilitator, Tim Fleming and CNL Secretary Belinda Samson reviewed six identified actions for the day’s discussion (noted above).
One further administrative action item was identified:
· ESC Action 250320.07 Re-send packages to people who couldn't download the electronic packages. Include the meeting notes from the previous meeting (meeting 55) for review and validation.

Proposed ESC Dates for 2025:
· Thursday, June 26, 2025 (Tentative)
· Thursday, October 23, 2025 (Tentative)
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ESC Members:


Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn First Nation	Carmel Kutschke
City of Pembroke	Troy Purcell
Deep River Horticultural Society	Susan Miller
Four Seasons Conservancy	John McKay
Town of Laurentian Hills	Anne Giardini
Town of Deep River	Sue D’ Eon
Town of Petawawa	Karen Donovan
Old Fort William Cottagers’ Association	Catherine Galligan
Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County	Ole Hendrickson
Metis Nation of Ontario	Suzanne Fortin
Ottawa River Keeper	Larissa Holman
Pembroke Area Field Naturalists	Christian Renault
Renfrew County Council	Dan Lynch



Member Alternates:


Garrison Petawawa	Tina Hansen
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited	Jeremy Latta
City of Ottawa	Josh Elliott
Renfrew County Council	Anne Giardini





ESC Observers:


Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission	Dr. Ary Pirazzi
Municipalité régionale de comté de Pontiac	Kari Richardson
Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg	Jonathan Cote



Facilitator:	Tim Fleming


	CNL:
	CEO & President
	Jack Craig

	
	Vice President, Environmental Remediation Management
	Monica Steedman

	
	VP, HSSE, Health, Safety, Security & Environment
	Ken Whitham

	
	Director, Environmental Protection
	George Dolinar

	
	Director, Corporate Communications
	Philip Kompass

	
	Director, Director, Communications & Engagement
	Mitch MacKay

	
	Chief Sustainability Strategy, Sustainability Strategy
	Dilhari Fernando





Manager, Environment and Waste Technologies	Jennifer Olfert Environmental Biologist, Environment & Waste Technologies	Matt Bond





AECL

ESC Secretary, Corporate Communications	Belinda Samson
ESC Support, Communications Officer	Jason Chapman
Manager, Regulatory Affairs	Christine Gallagher

AECL Director, Strategic Program	Karen Huynh
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