
An Environmental Cleanup Initiative

NORTHERN 
TRANSPORTATION ROUTE

Sahtu Sites

A phased approach to cleanup
The NTR project is taking place in three phases, based on geographic region. Each work site is secured, with all standard 
constructi on safety and environmental protecti on measures in place during cleanup. Once all contaminated material has 
been removed, sites are backfi lled with clean fi ll, graded and restored and all equipment is cleaned before leaving the site. 

Engaging for learning and collaboration  
The NTR project focuses on early engagement with 
each community to collaborate on meeti ng mutual 
cleanup needs with appropriate plans.

Before planning begins, CNL Indigenous Relati ons staff  
and the NTR project team engage at the leadership and 
staff  levels to gather input and get an understanding of 
the community, culture, Aboriginal Rights and specifi c 
community prioriti es and goals. 

CNL will then seek guidance on relati onship building, 
community needs and opportuniti es to engage 
appropriately on the project.

A community-specifi c agreement and engagement 
strategy can be developed to outline preferred 
approaches and ti melines for sharing informati on. 

Support and tools may include funding toward a 
community liaison, creati on of brochures, newslett ers 
and social media campaigns or project events, 
community meeti ngs, open houses, celebrati ons or 
commemorati ons.

As the project progresses, there is an opportunity to 
generate local economic benefi t, skills development, 
training, and additi onal capacity building.

Working closely with each community, CNL will clean 
up and restore the sites, leaving a positi ve project legacy 
for all.

For more information contact CNL
Historic Waste Program Management Offi  ce

1.866.513.2325 ext. 41180
CNL.ca/ntr | ntr@cnl.ca
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The Northern Transportati on Route (NTR) initi ati ve is a federal environmental cleanup 
project to remove legacy uranium-ore spillage sites in the Northwest Territories (NWT) 

and northern Alberta (AB). 
These sites contain small quanti ti es of uranium-impacted soils resulti ng 

from spillage during historic transportati on of uranium ore at certain points along the 
2,000 kilometre route of waterways and portages between 

Port Radium, NWT and Fort McMurray, AB. 
The spilt uranium ore contains naturally occurring low-level radiati on in concentrati ons 

that do not pose a risk to people or the environment.

Northern Transportati on Route  site cleanup

Job shadowing with community youth
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History of the NTR

Canadian Nuclear Laboratories is implementi ng the Northern Transportati on Route initi ati ve 
on behalf of Atomic Energy of Canada Limited, a federal Crown corporati on.

NTR Phase 3 cleanup sites in Sahtu region, NWT

NTR Cleanup Sites

Transportation of uranium ore

Worker moving ore along mine track Uranium ore sacs Tugboats transporti ng uranium ore

In the 1930s, Eldorado Gold Mines Ltd. established a mine in Port Radium, NWT and a refi ning facility in Port Hope, 
Ontario. From he 1930s to the 1960s, uranium ore was shipped along the NTR by barge and loaded onto rail cars in 
Fort McMurray, AB. 

Investi gati ons in the 1990s between the Fort McMurray railhead and Port Radium mine site identi fi ed sites where 
uranium ore was spilled during historic transport. Several spill locati ons were cleaned up through 2009 and CNL is 
currently planning next steps to clean up the remaining sites and transport the material for disposal at licensed 
faciliti es in Alberta.
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